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PRESERVATION CHICAGO Chicago’s Seven Most Threatened Buildings

Historic Intersection of
59th and Halsted Streets

Address: 59th and Halsted Streets

5855 S. Halsted Street
(N.E. corner building)

5901 S. Halsted Street
(S.E. corner building)

and 5900 S. Halsted Street
(S.W. corner building)

Architect: Unknown

Date: c. 1890 (Northeast corner building)
c. 1890 (Sourtheast corner building)
c. 1885 (Southwest corner building)

CHRS

Rating:  Not rated

" 2005 Photo by Bobbie Burgess
National

Register: Not Listed
Threat:

In June, 2005, a Planned Development was approved by the Chicago Plan Commission that
would demolish and redevelop the stretch of commercial buildings on both sides of Halsted Street
from 59th Street to 61st Street. This Planned Development was endorsed by Alderman Shirley
Coleman. The plan was created by the Englewood Commercial Development Corporation (ECDC)
an entity formed by a group of area merchants and landowners. The ECDC worked with Smith-

eld Properties, the Department of Planning and Development, Chicago-based Booth Architects,
and with the of ce of Alderman Coleman to create the plan. Of the buildings listed above, the
southeast corner building and the southwest corner building would be demolished as part of this
plan. The northeast corner building would remain but would be placed at great risk for eventual
demolition as well.

Through a campaign called The Vanishing Urban Corner, begun in 2001, Preservation Chicago
has opposed the demolition of vintage Chicago corner buildings. In 2002, the Recommendations
for the New Zoning Ordinance of the City of Chicago, published by the City of Chicago stressed
the importance of preservation of the vintage corner buildings that anchor our city s neighborhood
commercial districts. This philosophy is being ignored by City of Chicago planners in the plan for
59th and Halsted Streets.

We recognize Alderman Coleman s efforts to make the 20th Ward beautiful, economically stable,
and safe. The preservation of beautiful historic buildings at 59th and Halsted should be part of this
process. Painful experience has shown that clear cutting of beautiful older buildings in Engle-
wood is not the way to achieve neighborhood rebirth. We respect the efforts of the ECDC and
Smith eld Properties to create a plan for the rebirth of this part of Englewood. However, they are
throwing out the baby with the bathwater. The vintage corner buildings can serve as an elegant
gateway to the new shopping district and offer a setting that cannot be offered elsewhere on the
South Side.
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