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Second Church of Christ, Scientist

2700 N. Pine Grove Avenue, Chicago

Second Church of Christ, Scientist © Eric Allix Rogers
OVERVIEW

Second Church of Christ, Scientist is a fine example of Chicago
architect Solon S. Beman’s work and is located on the North Side
adjacent to historic Lincoln Park. Beman, known most famously
for his design of the historic Town of Pullman as well as commer- Address: 2700 N. Pine Grove Avenue
cial and religious buildings, designed this church in a Classical
Revival-style, reminiscent of an ancient Greek Temple. The Architect: Solon S. Beman
building was completed in 1901 as the second church structure
and institution dedicated to the Christian Science movement in
Chicago.

Second Church of Christ, Scientist

Date: 1899-1901

After serving the Lincoln Park community for more than a centu- Style: Classical Revival
ry, this remarkable building, designed by one of Chicago’s well-
noted architects, has been offered for sale by the congregation Neighborhood: Lincoln Park
and a real estate consultant. The church may be in imminent
danger of demolition if sold to a developer as the building is not a
designated Chicago Landmark. This is due in part to a 1987 Chi-
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may be considered the Classical Revival style. This style of architecture is noted for its pure and strict organized
architectural vocabulary and often consists of an impressive columned and pedimented stone fagade of the finest
proportions, sometimes topped by a large dome. This style harks back to the overall composition of such admired
and revered ancient structures as the Erectheion atop the Acropolis in Athens, Greece.

The Second Church was also modeled after a structure designed by Beman, the award-winning Merchant Tailor’s
building which was constructed for the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 in Jackson Park. This was one of two
temporary Revival-style buildings designed by Beman for the Fair. The smaller, temporary structure later became a
template for several of Beman’s religious building designs, especially related to the Christian Science movement in
America. Other architects also followed in this style for church buildings, including architect Leon Stanhope and his
design of Eleventh Church of Christ, Scientist in Logan Square.

Second Church shares many of the design features associated with the Merchant Tailor’s Fair Building, along with
several other prominent Beman commissions that followed for other Christian Science churches and the Blackstone
Library in Chicago’s Kenwood-Hyde Park neighborhood, a Designated Chicago Landmark. These features are most
notably the overall massing and volume of the building, the large fluted stone columns with Ionic-order capitals,
and forming and signaling in the front entry to this amazing structure. The strict Classical order to its composition
and symmetry are a common theme, along with its magnificent large dome topping the building. Its massive but
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